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From the politics of Theology to the theology of Politics:
the foucauldian genealogy of critical discourse

Thanasis Lagios

It is commonplace to conceive modernity as a point of rupture in the long-lived
period of engagement and interaction between Religion and Politics by identifying
the Movement of Enlightenment with the dominance of Politics over Religion or
with the historical moment during which Rationalism and Metaphysics went their
own ways. It is also commonplace to presume as a necessary condition for the his-
torical event of modernity the emergence and establishment of the modern scien-
tific discourse, which is supposed to have taken upon itself a par excellence critical
role by standing objectively before the excesses of both the religious and political
discourse.

The aim of this paper is ~through the analysis of a speech Foucault delivered
in 1978 under the title “Quest-ce que la Critique?” (“What is Critique?”)- to dis-
cuss the theoretical and practical implications that the historico-philosophical
practice of the archaeological and genealogical analysis of the past of western civ-
ilization brings about for the function of both the philosophical discourse and his-
torical research. By considering Reformation as the starting point of rupture, the
foucauldian genealogy of Critique demonstrates the affinity not only of the reli-
gious and political history at the dawn of western civilization through the problem
of governmentality of the consciousness of individuals, but also of the questions
that the unbreakable bond between Knowledge and Power, that is, the pattern we
call Science, raises for the present of modernity. Inevitably, a discussion under this
historico-philosophical perspective has serious consequences for the self-con-
sciousness of modernity itself, as through the history of critical discourse it sub-
verts the narcissist image that Enlightenment has sketched for itself and places a
question mark besides the scientific certitude and the ahistorical arrogance with
which the modern political rationality has regarded and still regards the religious
metaphysics, thus ignoring the danger of having been directed from a politics of
Theology to a theology of Politics.
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IMaryviwdeig dpaoeic:
Mia perafacn ano tn Opnokeia
(tov Agamben), otnv moAttikn (tov Badiou)

Anda Boutowd

Mia Okéyn TIOV AMOTELPATAL T CUVAVTNOT TwV TortofeThoewv Tov Giorgio
Agamben yta 10 Opnoeia pe 1o aTOXaopd yia 1o moAiTiké Tov Alain Badiou, pe
oxnua Ti¢ naryviddeig Spaoeis:

Tto Bi\io tov Profanations o Giorgio Agamben’ opiler wg Bpnoxeia «avtd
TIOV AMOOTd aVTIKEipEVa, TOTOVG, {wa 1y avBpwnovg and Ty kowvoxpnotia kai Ta
petagéper oe pa Eexwplot ogalpar?, emonuaivovrag mapdAinia mwg «Oxt
poévo Sev veiotatar Bpnokeia dvev Staxwpiopod-dialevine, arra kdbe daxwpt-
oudg epmepiéxel 1y Statnpei eviog Tov évav avbevtikag BpnoxevTikG muprva»>.
[4vw ot Bdon avth avartbooetat 0 TPoPAnuaTIopds Tov oxetikd pe dadixa-
oie¢ avatpomg TG BpnokevTikdTTAG KAt dpong TNG epéTnTas, pe dadikacieg
Snhady Peprdwons. Oa eoTiaoovpe 8@ ot pia eidikr katnyopia PePnraTikdy
npdEewv, avth TV tayviwdodv dpacewv.

| Giorgio Agamben: (1942 -) ItaAé¢ ¢pA6009og 18ialtepa yvwoTdG yia 1o épyo Tov méavw otn Sieped-
Vviion Twv evvoidv TG katdotaons eéxipeanc xat homo sacer. H gthooogia Tov anotedei pua povadixn
piEn Aoyotexvixic fewpla, nreipwtikic @locoplag, ToAticc oxéyng, BpnoxevTikdv peAetdvy, ho-
Yyotexviag Kat TEVIG, HE EVTOVEG ETIPPOES ANO T OKEYN TOV Heidegger xat Tov Benjamin. H moltikr
okéyn Tov Agamben evat kvplwg Bactopévn oTig avayvdoeig Tov Aplototéhn, IToAstixrj, Hixé Ni-
Kopdyeia, xat mpaypatela Iepl Puxric, kaBidg kat Tig eppunvevTikéG Tapadooeic oxeTIKG pe avtd Ta
Kelpieva xara v boTepn apxatdTTa kat 10 Meoaiwva. Ze peTayevéoTepo Epyo Tov, 0 Agamben ava-
AbeL TV £vvola TnG KotvdTnTag o€ pa enoxiy ov 1 Evpwriaixi Evwon fitav und ovlijnon. lporeivel
eva ik Tov povrédo pag kotvdTnTag n onoia Sev mpobvmobérer katnyopie TavtdTTac,

2 Agamben, Giorgio, Profanations, ptep. Jeff Fort, New York 2007, 74.
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A1da Bovtowd

Zro kegadato “In Playland” tov Bipriov tov Infancy and History, o Agambep,
etetdlet To matxvidi oe avridiaoToA kat oxéon pe TV 1eph) TEAET Kat pdhiorg
mave oe pa xpovin faon. To 1epd opiletar péow G opoovolag evéTnTaC TOY
poBov kau TG TeNeTng, pag poperic dnadr pe éva mepiexdpevo. H telets anore-
Aei To ghvolo Twv mpakTiKdV S1adIKaAsI®Y, TWV KIVATEWVY KAl TNG XwpoBétnong
OWHATWY Kal AVTIKEIPEVWY, TV ToooThTwy SnAadr) g VAnG. O pobog anote)e
70 évdupa avtig TG Spaong, To mhaioto pe T PoriBeia Tov omoiov n Siadoxd Twy
kivioewv Ba petatpanei oe avanapdotaon, Tov Tpéno onpetoddtnong. Mpékerra;
yia pa poper) mov mpoobéter oy kabapr) VAN WA KOVWVIKY XpHon Kat mov
petatpéner TV epuntikn kai BouPrn) Sradoxr kiviioewv oe TpogopikdTTa. H tepn)
TeAeTH elval pwa pnxavi} Tov anoond yeyovota-Spdoels and Ty TomkéTNTA Kay
) XpovikéTnTa 0TV omoia yevvnBnkav kat Ta ouvTaiptdler pe mpoopikég Sopéc,
pe poBovg. Mia pnxavi, pe GAAa Aoyta, ov, katd Tov Agamben, petatpéne Sia-
XPOVIKd yeyovdTta oe guyxpovikég Sopéct. Ot Sopég avTés, ot tepé TeheTé, kata-
VE[OVTaL HE TETOLO TPOTIO PEGA OTN POt TOL XpOVOL WOTE va Sivovv éva (oTabeps)
puBud kar péoa anod petaPolés kat enavaryels va onuatodoTovy Tig Sidgopeg
@4oeiC Tov nuepoAoylakod xpévov. Méoa and v evarAayn kat Ty enavainyn,
péoa ano to pubuo, divetar kat cuvtnpeital n aiobnon g didpkerag.

BOa pmopovoaye va yevikedoovpe Ty tapandve Stadikacia ka otn H2om Tov
pVBov kai Tng TeAeTrg va TomofeToovpE OOIASHTIOTE POPQT) Kat OmoLoSTToTe
TEPLEXOpEVO, kabe onuaivov mov cuvéeTtal pe kamolo onparvopevo. Exovpe, étal,
£va oxnua ov pmopei va agopd ot onotovdnmote kabiepwpévo kwdixkd, og onol-
adnnote kavovikéTnTa: va oxfipa Tov Sev a@rivel va Sta@iyet kavéva ov, mpdy-
pa ) anoyn xwpis va Tov kabopioet pa B¢on oto Mhaioto pag TaEng. H empovn
OUYKEKPIUEVWY HOopPwV va oxeTilovTat pe ovykekpipéva mepiexdpeva, 0o mAal-
oo xamolov kwdika, eraxioTonolei To evOeXOpeEVO evarlakTikod cvvdvacpod
Tovg kat étot Staywpilel Twv kWSika and TNV kaBnUePIVOTNTA Kat TNV xprion kal
Tov poodidet pua Brotomn epdTnTa. Kabe 1epod npdypa npénel va Ppioketar o
0¢on Tov kat eivar avth akpiPwg n B¢on ov to kablotd 1ep6. To kaBe onueto evég
TETO10V KWSIKA Elval TO0O TayIwPéVo Kat HOVOSTIHAVTA OPLOPEVO and TO TepLe-
XOHEVO Kat Tr) Hop@r} TOV TOV avaloyel 1ot TOV 0 kWdiKag TEPVAEL TTAEOV OF juiat
&\ ogaipa, £xel amoktrioet évav «iepd» xapaktripa.

Ta tov Agamben tov maiyvidt (§pvetan ) otrypr) g Stappnéng tng oxéong
Tov pvbov kat TG TeAeTrG, 1) EVOTNTA TWY onoiwy XapakTnpiler TV tepr mpakn.
Avti) n Siappnén, amotelel tnv kate§oxiiv npakn Pefridwong: «To matyvidt Siap-
pNYVUEL avTh TNV evOTNTa: W mawxvidt Spdong — avrimaldtnra avrmapépxetat
10 pvBo kat Sratnpei Ty Tehetr. Q6 jocus, 1) Aoyonatyvio, eEaleiper To TeAeTOVP-
Yik6 kat gmrpénet Ty empiwon Tov pdbov»®. Ipodkertar yia pwa dadikacia mov

* Agamben, Giorgio, Infancy and history: Essays on the destruction of experience, ptep. Liz Heron,
London & New York 1993, 80.
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Havyvidders dpdoeis: Mio petdfaon and m Bpnoxeia, omv mohmixi

avanthooet o€ Papog Tov mepiexopévov Evav 1dlaitepo oefacpod yia  poper. O
pvdog petagpaletat oe A6yla, n TeAetovpyia oe mpdlels, Ta mMpdypata anode-
opEVOVTAL ATO TIG AVATAPATTACELS Kal TOVG ouvrBelg ouvelppole, yivovtat avri-
kelpevas. Aravotyetat £tot 1y SuvatodTnTa pag etdIkiG HOPPrG XPIOTG TOV ETE-
piéxetr tva eidog apélelac: o diaxwpiopog (avapeoa oTo 1Epd avTikeipevo kat 1
SuvatdTnTa Xpriong Tov) ayvoeital, 1§ pdAlov mpooeyyiletan pe vav daitepo
tpono. Befridwon dev onpaiver amhag akbpwon 1 egdAetyn Twv Siaxwpiopmv,
al\d expdBnon piag veag xpnong Tovg, vog Tpomov va maiovpe padi Tovg.

To nawyvidt katd Tov Agamben eivar avtd mov kamote, akld Oxt ma, avijke
01N o@aipa TOV LEPOV 1] TOV MPAKTIKOV-0IkoVoptkoD. OTidmoTe maAid éxel T
Suvatdtnra va petatpanei oe marxvidl. AAAG akopa kot Tpaypata Ta onoia Ppi-
oKOVTaAL aKOpA GE XPHOT LTOPOUY va PETaTpanoly ot mayvidia péow evog (diai-
Tepov Xetpiopov. To dtopo mov mailer anoomd Ta TPAypaTA ANd TRV TPAKTIKH
Tovg xprion (StaxpovikdéTnTa) Ny TV tepr} Tovg Béon (ovyxpovikdTyTa) Kat Ta
OUYKEVTPWYVEL OF £vav GAAO XWPO, OTNV «aTOUAKPLOREVT EYYOTNTA TG LOTO-
placy’, 6rwe ypaget o Agamben. To npdypa yivetat, étot, éva Gpadoua mov Tono-
Beteitan o€ éva XwpLkd kat XPOVikO peTaiypio avdpeosa otn daypovikdtnta kat
TN OLYXPOVIKOTNTA, TAVTOXpOva e8® kat aAlov.

Miovtag edd ya maryviodeig Spaoei, dev avagepdpaate oe Spaoceic ato
mhaioto Beapobetnuévav Taxviduwy, 0Twg avtég avagépovtat and Tovg Huizin-
ga xat Caillois?, aAAa yia diadikaocieg avatpenTikég mov £pxovat va anoppubyi-
GOV pta KavoviKOTHTa kat Tov Xapaktnpilovrat agevog and pa kowr apxr Sia-
okédaong, avatapayrc, eExevBepov oxediaopod kat avépehng evetiag Omov ekdn-
Advetat pia ovykekpipévr aveléleykt gavtaaia (avtd mov o Caillois ovopddet
paidia®) kat a@’ etépov and pia peon otnv dokonrn dvokolia (avtd mov o Cail-
lois ovopalet ludus').

Oa PMoPOVCAE CXNUATIKA Va TIOVHE TTWG O UNXaviopos Twv mayviwdwv Spa-
oewv akohovBei Tnv e&n¢ Sladikacia: Eekivovtag and ) cuvidn por, TV kavo-
viKOTNTO, OTIOV Ta TIpAypaTa £XOUV A CVpTIAYH HopQr peTafaivovue oe éva
0tad10 xahdpwong kat TeAikd didppnEng Tov Seopov petath poperg kat meptexo-
pévov. H popen anelevbepdvetar and To meplexdpevo mov Tng eixe anodobei kat
v kaBopile kaL mepva ot o@aipa TG evdexopevikotnTag. H anodeopevpévn
ovTOTNTA anoKTd Twpa £va SuvnTikd Xapaktipa: Teivel va evepyomnownBei, xwpig
OpWG va £XEl TEPATEL GTNV TIPAYHATIKT) 1) TUTIKF GUYKEKPUIEVOTIOINOT).

6 Avti-keivral, oTéKOVTaL aMEVAVTL ETOIUA TIPOG «XPTiOT)», 08 avTISIaoTOAT) HE Ta TIpAypaTa oV Ka-
Bopllovrar and pa ovykekpipévn xpron.

7 Agamben 1993, 71.

8 Caillois, Roger, T nauyvidiax keut 01 &vBpwnos, prep. Nikog Kovpkovhog, ABrjva 2001 ket Huisinga,
Johan, O &v8pwnog ke To mauyvidt (Homo Ludens), utep. Zrépavog Polavng - Tepaotpog Avkiapdo-
novhog, ABriva 1989.

® Caillois 2001, 73.

0., 72.
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Atjda Bovtowvd

H popen, ota mhaicwa g Sadikaalag duvnrikomoinang, anoondtar ang 1o
£8 kat To Twpa (evoTnra poBov-TeENeTAG) Kat petaocxnuarier Ty apykr} ev
EVEPYEIQ TIPAYHATIKOTNTA OE EMUPEPOVG TIEPIMTWOT PIAG YEVIKOTEPNG TpoBAnpa-
TiKng (pa «exBetiir] avoywon g ovéTnTacs', dnwe ypaget o Levy). H Hopey
xapaxtnpiletat Tdpa and Eva evpy pacpa grloteviag, éxeL TAéov umel ot wa Sig-
Stkaoia viodoyng TnG eTepOTNTAC, EXEL Yivel avTixeiuevo™,

H Svvnmixnj katdotaon oy onola éxet neptéNBer n anodeopevpévn oviom-
Ta, 1 popr, Oa Avbel pe pia evepyomoinon. Ilavw 610 MAEypa TwV TAoEWY kay
Twv Suvapewy e SuvnTikig ovtodTnTag Ba emiteAeotei éva pn tpokabopioptvo
£vépynua, To onoio Ha TpomomonoeL e TN OeLpd TOL TO MAEYHA Suvapewy péog
070 omoio anokTd a onpaoia. Ipokertat yia o Siadikacia Swkextinn kai
Snpiovpyikr), yia éva ovufav. Mia Sadixacia Snpovpylag véwv avtiovpfar-
KOV ovoxeTioewy, Sokipng kat Slepedvnong oLVAVTIOEWY SLAPOPETIKAY Kat
anpoPAentwv. Mikape, Snhady, yra v kdBodo tng anodeopevpévng evidotnrag
o€ KATola TOTKOTNTA Kat XpoviKOTHTa, TV anddoon dnlad kamoiov &idoug
TavTdTTAG Péca and to mpiopa Tov cuuPdvrog. Mildvtag yla ovupay avage-
poOpaocTe o kAT, oOpHPwva pe Tov Alain Badiou', «un avaywyipo oe ‘6,11 vrap-

1! Levy, Pierre, H Suvyrix} npaypatixétyra: H prhooopia Tov moAitiopod ks Tov KuPepvoydpov,
ut@p. MixdAng KapaxdAiog, ABiva 2001, 24.

120 Levy pidé yia v avrikeipevikonolnon, opilovrag v wg v «apotPala epmhoi Twv vroket-
HEVIK®V evepynudTwy katd tn Sidpketa piag Stadikaolag kataoxevrg evog kovod koopown, 4.1, 73.
To avtixeipevo nepvé and xépt ot xép1, and VIOKelpevo o VTOKElpEVo, Stagedyovag Tnv idlonoinon,
TV TabTIoN pE éva dvopa, TNV anokAetoTikéTiTa 1 Tov anokAetopo. To avtikelpevo Snpovpyei trou
o véa katéotaom, éva eidog deopod avapeoa ota viokeipeva nov anotehovy AoV péow avton
wa kowvotnta (public).

12 «H ouvdpBpworn tov SuvrjTikob kat Tov Evepyd viapkTob epyvxwvet TV (Sta T Sakexti Tov
ovppavrog, g Stadikaoiag, Tov eivar wg Snpovpylar, 6.1, 176.

1 Alain Badiou: TaAAog @iAdoogog kat ovyypagéag (Mapoxo 1937-). Q¢ @h6oo@og avéntule {wnpd
evBiagépov yia Ta pabnuatixd kai v TumK Aoyikr). 6 ovyypagéag eivat Sbokolo va TafvounBei.
Eexlvnoe ota péoa tng Sexaetiag Tov 1960 Snpooievovrag pubiotopripata. Ztn guvéxea eykata-
Aeimer ) Aoyotexvia g «pvBomhaciagy yla va agoaiwbel otn Aoy kai T @ihogogpia. Trv idia
enoxi n nolmiki) katahapBaver peydho pépog g {wrig TOV Kat TG KpiTikrg okéyng Tov. AapPaver
evepyd pépog ota yeyovota Tov Man tov 68, nabiacpévog and tn paoikr) Kiva, kai acyoheitar emi-
oG pe TiG Siapopeg popeéc Tov epyatiko kivipatos. Aidake prlocopla em 30 xpdvia oo Mavem-
otijo Paris-VIII (neipapatixd navemoTthipo mov 18pvbnke aptows petd tov Mdn tov '68). Zpepa
eivau SrevBuvig Tov Tprpatog Phocogiag g Ecole Normale Superieure oto Mapiot. To 2002
i6pvoe To AteBvéc Kévtpo peréng tng ovyxpovng yaAAkis gilocogiac. H okéyn tov elvat o pe-
yaho Babud emmpeacpévn and Tig cuvéneies Tov Man tov 68 oo Iapiol. Me emppoés and tov ITha-
twva, Tov Hegel, Tov Lacan xai tov Deleuze aokei £viovn kpiTiki 0TV avalvTiki kat pETapovtépva
oxoAr) oxéyng . H gthocogia Tov enixetpei va avadeife tn Suvapuxi Tov ovppdvros (g piliknc/pi-
{oomaoTikig katvoTopiac) ot kdbe kaTAoTAOT Kat pE TOV TPOTTO avTo va enavadepeliwoet To kaBe-
o1 TG ahiBetag on obyxpovn oxéyn. H akfBeia yia Tov Badiou anotelei kevipikr katnyopla
™G prhocoglag. Onwe, Aentopepeiaxd, efnyel ato PifAio Tov Eivar xar SvpPav o1 akrBeieg amote-
Aovv Stagoporotntikés Stadikacleg ol ONOIEG EXKIVODY and TNV TOTIKT TOV GVpPAVTOG Kat KaTar-
Youv o€ auTd ov anokalel axaravépacTo avtd To onolo Sev pnopei va opiotel alld fxvn tov omoiov
pmopodV va evtomioTtoby. Onwg axohdlet o Anpitpng Bepyétng oy eloaywyr Tov fifhiov Alain

4
H
’.
t
i
§
H
§
i
i
1
f
¢

it gy

Nayviddewg dpdoes: Mia petdBoom ond m Benoxeia, omy moltxr

Xel's £va mheovdlov oTolxeio, katt Tov pag efavaykalel va anogacicovpe évav
Kavovpyto tpémo vHmapgne»’s.

Z1o onpueio avté Eavacvvavtape Tov Agamben kat Ty avrioTiEn petakd teprg
teletng kau taxvidov. Ynootnpilet mwg evd ot Tehetovpyieg petatpémovy ovp-
Bavta oe Sopéc -1 SiaxpovikdTnTa TOL VUPAVTOG PECW TNG AVATAPATTAOTS TG
Kat TNG vonuatod6tnong avtiig anmoktd Tn ovyXpovikoThTa Tne Soprs- To nal-
xvibt axodovBei Tnv avtiBetn mopeia: maipver étoueg Sopég kat Tig anovonpato-
dotel, Toug agaipei oTpwHATA AVATAPAOTAONG KAt TIG HETATPETIEL OE QTN YEW-
HETPIKA OXMHATA, T OTIOla XPNOIHOTIOLEL 0T GUVEXELA Yia VA KATAOKEVACEL TIG
Sikég Tov pop@és. Eivau pia pnxaviy Snhadr mov petatpéner Sopés oe xabapd
ovupavra.le

H Siadikacia Tov maiyvidiod cuvoyiletar ev télel otn petdPaocn and m Suvn-
TIKOTNTA 0TV evepyonoinon kat MaAl miow. Zvvoyiletan Snhadh oe wa xivnon,
oe pa nakvdpopunon. Eivau pa ovvBrikn mov napapével ovvelbnrd é€w and tov
ouvifn Bio, addd ovyxpdvwg e10dyel Tov MaikTn 0TO oVUTAY TIOV avTh opileL.
Eivai to «mBavig aAnBuvér, wa mhdyia patid ota npdypata, pia vrovia, «etvat
péoa ota Tpdypata kat Tavutéxpova 5w am’avtd»’’.

Zra kevd peTadd Twv kwdikwV KaL TWV KAVOVIKOTITWY, O€ évav axavi kat
madapod evdiapeso xwpo Ba otnbodv Ta katackevdopata tov mayvibiov. H
naryviodng «kataokevr)» vAonoteital pocwptvd udvo péoa and pa cvvexn ovy-
KpLOT) pe TV kavovikodTnTa: kaBe maryviddng dpaor tn ottyps Tng yévvnonc g,
kaBe petewpiopds, guvodedetar kau a6 pa yeiwon, pa kdbodo avtrig TG
aioBnong oy TomKdTNTA TOV TAALCIOY, GTNV TOTKGTNTA TG KAVOVIKOTITAG £IG
Bapog tng omoiag Aettovpyei.

Av otnv mepintwon tov Becpobetnuévov mayvidiod Ba Aéyape nwg ovoth-
VOVTQAL TIPOCWPLVEG TOTUKOTNTES, 1) auUyviddrG Spdion, Hag @épver avTipéTwnovg
pe pia dvotomia ki évav ikyyo: ovoTaon koopwv actabwv ka mapdtaipwy,
KOopwv 10V PONig apyilovy va yivovrat avtidnmrol, Stakvovral, kdopwv oL N
otafepotnTa TG avtiAnyng kat 1 Siavyeta g ovveidnong eivar adbvatov va
ovpneptAdfouv.

Mihdpe edé yia pua Siadikacia mov ovpPaiver oto nepilBwpto, ae évav xpévo
émov To maperBov mapaPAénetar mpoowpiva kat To pEAAov Sev éxer akdpa apxi-
Ogl, {ia GTIYHT) IOV O IHEPOAOYLAKOG XPOVOG OTAPATA Kot OF éva Xwpo ovdéTepo
KalL TAUTOXpova onuactakd katelAAnuévo. Xwpog kat Xpdvog evepyol katd tnv
ebéMiEn g maryviddovg Spdong arld elaytoTa evromniowor petd To TEpag TG

Badiou ané o Elvat 070 ZvpPdv: «avtd mov Tov evdiagépet Sev etval 1) ovrohoyia Twv kataotdoewy
kaBeavtr) aAla n ovpPavrin Stappnin e epnedwpévng otkovopiag Tovg.»

'* Badiou, Alain, H HOix#, Aoxipto yiax 1 ovveidnon tov Kaxod, ptgp. BAaong Zkokidng - Kborag
Mnépnag, ABriva 1998, 50.

¢ Agamben 2007, 87.
7 Maprwvidng, TIétpog, Metapoppwaeis Tov Beatpikov yipov, ABrva 1999, 25.
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Aida Boutowd

AxpBig Aoyw Tov yeyovoTog OTL Sev LTIAPYEL TTOPEI TTPOG EVAY 0TOXO ToL odn-
yeb 10 mauxvidt oe éva télog, o pia olokAnpwon, 0 XWPOS Kat 0 Xpdvog moy
ovoTtivovtal katd T Sidpkeia TG Sradikaciag eival ebatpeTid aotabeic, takro-
pevol, ov ouvexws Siagedyovy TG GUAANYNG.

H ovaia tov mayvidiod, Tng matyviedovg Spdong, ivat va akvp@vel Ta amo-
TEASOPATA TG KA VA AVAVEWVEL TOV EAUTO TNG HECW TTG CLVEXOUG eMavaAnyne.
Ztdxo¢ eivat povo n xivnor.

To maryvidy, yia To onoio yiverat Aéyog 8, eivat £vag Tpomog vmapéng oo
evdiapeoo, amodeopevpévog and kdbe £vvoia Soprg ) umxaviouov. Aev mpokerrar
Yia pa pnxave 1 onoia péow mpooxediacpod evéxet Evav apibpo tpomwv Spaong
(éva eidog yevveTikob kdSika) OV pTAivOUY O EQappoYn avaAoya pe T mepi-
otaon, 8ev eivat kddikag kat yia 10 A6yo avtd ivai dvokolo va opiotel. Kabo-
piCetal dpwe and To yeyovog 0Tt 18plel kabe @opa MPOCWPIVOLS Kkau actabeig
kw8ikeg mpokepévov va vrapet oto evdlapeco, avtoovotivetat Etol, n mai-
yViddng Spdon eivar pia Stadikacia pn TpoPAéyiun, HOVO €K TWY VOTEPWY EVTo-
mioyn kat pepeds anoxwdikonotmotun. Eva oupfdv, kéti T0 pn avanapactiot-
po xat pa prifn pe T GuotoAoyikr por| Tov Xpovov. :

Av 1) 1otopia SievBetei yeyovéTa ndvw oTn Bdon TG porig Tov Xpdvow, ot Tai-
yvibdet Spaoeis Ppioxovrar oe piiEn pe avth T por, SnpiovpydvTag 10 TopIKEC
AGUVEXELEG, KEVAL, EVBIAPEGOVG XWPOUG UT) KATAYPAWHIOVG Kal UT) KATIYOPLOTOL-
fiowovg. Ot taryviddeig Spaoeg Sev €xovv kamolo koo, dev ovpPariovy oe
Kkanota pdodo 1| eEEAEN kaL peTd TO MEPAG TOUG APIIVOLV AVETAPN TNV KAVOVI-
K6TTa, eivar Tipakelg pn wotopikés. H idia 1) Spdon anotelel avtookono, eivan
vAomoinan evog veouc, eivat ev Téet pua TpdEn atoBnTikn, pia Tpagn pn-anapai-
TN Kat, yia T0 Aéyo avtd, Stagopormomtixi.

Tehikd pAdvTag yia Tatyviddel; Spdoeig amopakpuvopaote and to maigvidt
TWV TUSI®V, TA OTIOIQ, EVPLOKOHEVA OE £VA TTPOVOTUATIKO KaL TPOYAWOTIKS 0Td-
Sio enekepyaloviar pe Tpomo aBbo KkaL GUXVA TPWTOYOVO, T OTOIXEIQ Wiag
«MPAYPATIKOTNTAGH- Kal avapepopacTe ot éva maxvidt 6mov ot SpaoTe, £xovtag
epdoet and o yAwootkd 61édio éxovv TV tkavdtnTa va Tonobetobvtal npocw-
PIVA EKTOC TOU Kat va pixvouy pia mAdyta patid oty mpaypatikétnra. ESo dev
vnapxet Téov abwodtnta aAAd vroyia, ot maryvidders Spaceig Sev eivar amha
anémewpeg diaxeipiong kwdikwv pe okond Ty emkotvwvia, aldd oxdho Tdve
oTovg KMdIKEG, PePnlwtikés mpdkelg oxvpd molikés. Ki edd, pldvrag ya
noArTiki] avagepdpacte ot Spaoels Mépav Twv MAatoiwv evog moAitikod oVoT-
Hatog, pAGye yt auté mov o Alain Badiou ovopdlet modimiki] xetpapétnonc'®: pua
npaEn eAevBepn Kkat SlapopomonTIky pe evepYd eMmppor} Tavw 0N fwi) Tov Kot-
vavikob cuvolov, pa mpdn mov ayyiler To Tpaypatikd pe dpovg Toprg kat Oyt
ovvabpotang. H molrtixi, obpgwva pe tov Badiou dev ovvaptdrat pe To KoLvw-
vik6 al\d Tovvavtiov eyypagetat wg ekaipeon o€ auto, elvar pa mpdén mov po-

'8 Badiou, Alain, Being and Event, ptgp. Oliver Feltham, London 2007.
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TMowyvidders dpdoeis: Mio petdBaom and m Bonoxeia, oty mohtun

oeyyileta pe 6povg ovuPdvros. Tipog Tnv katebBuvon avtr o Badiou npotsivet
«Va aMOOTAGOVHE TPAKTIKA Kat BewpnTikd, TNV MOMTIKN and T puBomhaoTixy
kabAwon mov veioTatal Vo ™ popPH kovoTiKoD Seopod 1 oxtone»'?, étol
OTE va Yivel 0TOXAOIHN WG vriEpBacn TO00 Ot OXE0T HE TO KPATOG, 600 Kal Ot
OXE0T] HE TNV KOlvwvia TwV TOMTMY, aKOUN KL AV 0 XapaKThpag Toug eival kaldg
1) ekaipetog: «H molTiki| avayopevel T ouvavinon pe éva onpeio Stakomig Tov
vOpoL o€ kataaTatiki apxr s Stadikaoiag Tng, cOuPwva pe TN HOPP TOL oL~
BavTogy, kat guvexiler «O mpoodioplodg e ovoiag Tng moAtTikAg dev pnopei va
Saopakiotel ovte amd T Sopry (U CLVENNG XAPAKTAPAS TWV CLVOAWY, antd-
Séopevon), ovte and to vonua (1 Iotopla Sev guvioTd OAov), cuvdyetan 6Tt Sev
éxet dAho onpeio avagopdag mépav Tov gupPavrog. To cvpfavtikd «wTapXetv»,
voolpevo Bdaocel Tov Tvxaiov xapakTipa Tov, eival akpidg o TOTog OTov pnopei
va optoBetnBei n ovoia ¢ tohitiknc. H otaBepodtnta Tov ovaotakov kabopiopov
edpaletal oty TpocwptvoTTa AVTOY TOL GUHPaivE?.

To O¢pa, yia Tov Badiou éykertat o Sadikacia xapn otnv onoia kdmoio
npdypa épxetan atnv Ynap€n, kdnoto mpdypa mov tinota dev To avanapiotd, Sev
TO EKTPOOWNEL Kat To omoio Tapovotdler v vmapf Tov evrebBev TG
(ava)mapdaTaong kat TG avrinpoownevong: «Eav pia véa ToATiKy Xelpa@ETn-
ong eivat Suvartp, ypagel, «avth Ba gival pa avatpomni Twv Kovwvikwv Tagivo-
pnoewy, dev Ba ovvictatat oTo va opyavaver Tov kabéva atn Béon Tov, avtifeta
0a opyavvel kepavvoPoleg petatomioelg VAIKEG Kat TIVEVHATIKEH?.,

Tétoto xapaktipa éxovv ot taryviddelg Spaceig yta Tig omoleg yivetau Adyog
edw. Eival Stadikaoieg pn Tpooeyyiolpeg kau pn a@nynoues, oL onoieg anote-
Aobvv yia Tovg Spwvteg kepavvoPodeg peTatomioels péoa oTa TAAio Kavovt-
KWV powv.

Ta v wWTopia, ot §pacelg avtég anotelovv padpa kovTid Tov oté Sev avoi-
youy, 6xt yeyovota aAld ovuPdvra, pn anodektd keva onpeia, 6mov Tinota Sev
napovaialetal, «alld an’ omov ovvayetat Sia TNG €16 dToMOV anaywyng 6Tt TO
Ameipo otoixetoBeteital péoa 0T CUVEKTIKY OElPd TwV TapepPacewv»? H 1oto-
pIKOTNTA, Aotmoy, Twv maryviwdwv Spacewv ovvoyiletat oty advvapia kata-
ypagrs, avaivarig kat apxetofétnorig Tovg, atnv advvapia katara€rg Tovg péoa
o¢ a alAnlovyia yeyovotwy, 0ToV pn-16Topikd TOVG XapakTipa.

Eekivavtag and T ocvpmayr) kat nayiwpévn dopr g Bpnokeiag kot pe ) fon-
Bewa tng okéyng Tov Agamben anoovvappoloyroape T 18¢a ToL LEPOD Kat TOV
BpnoxevTIKOD TPOCYEIDVOVTAG TIG Kal EEOPOLDVOVTAG TG pe ontolovmoTe dAAo

' Badiou, Alain, H moAimixs} xau n Aoyixr 7ov gupPavrog - Mropovue va 0ToxaoTodpe v moMTIX?;,
ptep. Anprpic Bepyétng - Taoog Mnétlelog, Abriva 2008, 19.

20.m., 79.

2 Badiou, Alain, H Koygovviotikr) Yndeon, emy. Anpfitpng Bepyétng, prep. Nixog Hhddng, AL,
Pwtng Zatiotag, Havaydtng Zwtmpng, Mapiavva ToixAn, ABrva 2009, 59.

20.m., 143,
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Anda Boutowvd

kadika. Tovto cuvépn péow e Bepnratikig Sadikaolag g Taryviddoug §pg-
ong. Kain 8pdon avtr), katakryovpe va moTebOVHE WG OVTAG Wa npdén dokorm,
Toxaia, Tapdhoyn, alebnTikn kat pn-otopi| eivat pa wpakn Pada mokirikr,.

Mallarmé:
«T0 TUyatio mepiéxer To mapdAoyo, To evéyel, aAdd oe AavBdvovoa katdotaon,
kot 10 epmodiler va vraper: mpdypa mov eMTPEMEL GTO ATIEIPO VAL EFVALNZ,

Badiou: -

«10 ovuPdy, moditixomomuévo ané v napéuPaoy, nov eivau ndvia éva eidog
{apiag, xabiord 10 Haphdoyo, To un amobexto, evvmoravBivov oty Siadikaoia
Tov. Ko é101 xaBioratan Suvatd To dnetpo Tov mohtikov kabrxovrog»™,

#0.m., 141.
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Playful actions: moving from (G. Agamben’s)
religion to (A. Badiou’s) politics

Lida Voutsina

The paper tries to combine Giorgio Agamben’s thoughts on religion with
Alain Badiouss reflections on political issues, having the playful action as catalyst:

The starting point has been Giorgio Agamben’s reflections on “religion” and
“the sacred/divine” as exposed in his book Infancy and History. According to him,
religion is what detracts objects, places, animals or human beings from the “com-
mon use” and place them to another sphere, to another level. We follow his think-
ing to the way the “sacred” turns to “profane”. Agamben underlines that the indis-
pensable element of religion is distinction. And that every distinction has one
way or another, a religious character. We, now, focus on a very special category of
profane actions, the playful actions. Play is approached as a process which is try-
ing to invert every distinction and combine irrelevant elements, as a pure profane
machine. At the same time, play, is an almost self-relative, aesthetic and unneces-
sary action, a differentiative action. Those characteristics create a very special
relationship between the playful action and the reality of social life.

By analyzing the character of this relationship and the results of playful actions
on the social network, we are led to believe that playful action, with its profane
character, could also be a very special political action. And when talking about
politics we refer to Badiou’s approach, who thinks of politics not as a way of act-
ing in the frame of a political system but as a free and differentiative action with
active effects on social life. In other words we are here talking about emancipative
politics. )

Starting from religion and using play as a tool, we attempt to dismantle the
idea of the sacred and the divine through a deeply political process.
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